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NIHR PPI Strategy

• In 2014/2015 ‘Breaking Boundaries’ strategic 

review of PPI in the NIHR -> Going the Extra 

Mile Report.

• Mission by 2025:

– Public as partners to deliver high quality research to 

improve wellbeing of the nation.

• Strategic goals by 2025:

– Opportunities to engage and involve in research are 

visible by the public

– Public involvement is locally driven but strategically 

consistent with NIHR goals

– Evidence of what works and sharing it with others to 

put it into practice



Our HPRU PPI/E Strategy

1. to build PPI/E capacity through training; 

2. to provide support to patient/public representatives through 

educational/information resources

3. to engage patient/public representatives with scientists to 

facilitate public-directed research; 

4. to present work directly to the public through science 

events; 

5. to develop PPI networks/forums to ensure a common 

approach to PPI/E, sharing of resource and best practice; 

6. to undertake research into the effectiveness of our 

communication strategies; 

7. to evolve the evidence base for effectiveness of PPI/E in 

the public understanding of environmental health issues. 



1) PPI Training 

• A Screening of ‘People are Messy’a Theatre of 

Debate film –why involving patients and the public 

is so important to science and to society (May 2016)

• PPI training: addressing the challenges of 

HPRUs at Imperial College (July 2016) led by past 

director of INVOLVE

• Experience Matters: building understanding of 

PPI in your research (Nov/Dec 2016):

• One-to-one PPI coaching (from the Imperial Patient 

Experience Research Centre) – in particular to those 

projects which are lab based  



2) Educational/information resources

http://hieh.hpru.nihr.ac.uk/



2) Educational/information resources



       

SCAMP hosted 2 work

experience pupils during the

summer of 2016 and another 2

pupils will be hosted in 2017.

SCAMP gave science talks to a

number of GCSE and A Level

groups

Focus groups with parents

were held when first piloting the

air pollution and traffic additions

to the personal monitoring

study.

3) Engage public with scientists to 

facilitate public-directed research



3) Facilitate public-directed research



Paul Braithwaite - Ex Chancellor of Camden Borough and clean air activist  
Monica Robb - Heathrow Association for the Control of Aircraft Noise 
Andrea Lee- Healthy Air Campaigner, ClientEarth
Jacob Hayler - Environmental Services Association (Waste Industry)  
Emily Jesper- Assistant Director of Sense about Science 
Danny Ruta - Director of Public Health, NHS Lewisham

3) Engage public with scientists to facilitate 

public-directed research:
Community Advisory Board
Joint CAB with MRC-PHE Centre: meetings 3 times per year



4) Present at Science Events

Pea Soup House ςwith Royal Institute of British Architects (21st June)

Human sensor ςwith Invisible Dust (24th July)

FROM BLACK CABS TO BLACK BOGEYS : MEASURING [hb5hbΩ{ !Lw QUALITY (24th May) 



Environment and Health Question Time 
Monday 20 June 2016

David Pencheon- Director, NHS 
Sustainable Development Unit

Caroline Russell ςLondon Assembly 
Member and Councillor for Highbury 
East ward in Islington. Transport 
spokesperson for the Green Party.

Frank Kelly - Chair of the Committee 
on the Medical Effects of Air 
Pollutants, Professor of Environmental 
Health at King's College London.

Chair - Sile Lane, Director of 
Campaigns and Policy at Sense About 
Science.

Andrea Lee ςHealthy Air Campaigner 
at Client Earth.

Tony Halmosς5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ 
Commission on London and a Visiting 
Professor at the Policy Institute, KCL.

4) Present at Science Events



Life Bank Science Exhibition
Friday 24 June 2016

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ml4XyHs720I&feature=youtu.be&list=PLSus4fp7v7sTOQqK0KMDFYGtz6OD5E0ps

4) Present at Science Events



New Scientist live event

September 2016

20,000 members of public

4) Present at Science Events



28 & 29 Jan 2017



Plans for 2017-2018

4) present at science events

• MRC Festival 

• Imperial Festival 

• New Scientist Excel event this year:

– aiming for 40,000 members of the public

– PHE will have a central stand 4x bigger than 

last year

– Frank Kelly confirmed lecture on air pollution 

and health



Plans for 2017-2018

1) Capacity building

2) educational/information resources

6) effectiveness of communications

• Public engagement proposal “Is waste rubbish for your 

health?” 

• Focus on waste industry studies on incinerators, BEED, 

and biocomposting (Theme 1 projects 2 and 6). 

• The bid proposes work with the NGO Sense About 

Science and the public to develop an educational 

website to explain the research and findings and assess 

the effectiveness of our communication strategies. 

• Lead PDRA Pippa Douglas

• Exploring options for funding in 2017-18.



Plans for 2017-2018

5) PPI networks to share best practice

6) effectiveness of communications

7) evidence for effectiveness of PPI in public 

understanding of environmental health

• Development of a cross-HPRU proposal: Evaluating 

Public Perceptions of Biomarker Research in 

Environmental Health

• Collaboration between the NIHR-HPRU’s in Health 

impact of environmental hazards & Chemical and 

radiation threats and hazards, the NIHR BRC Patient 

Experience Research Centre (PERC) at Imperial, and the 

Imperial and Partners PPI Research Forum.

• Mireille Toledano, Ian Mudway, Rosamund Dove, Liz 

Ainsbury, Clare Bricknell, Maria Piggin



END



Issues of consent

Sampling and 
sample type

Secondary usage 
and storage

Level of 
understanding

Perceptions of risk

ά.ƭƻƻŘΣ ǳǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭƛǾŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
used to assess biomarkersof exposure to environmental 
stressors(noise, air pollution, EMF), as well as other 
biomarkers reflecting the systemic response of the individual 
ǘƻ ƘŀǊƳŦǳƭ ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ ŀƎŜƴǘǎέΦ

ά5b! ŀƴŘ wb! ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛǘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ŎŜƭƭǎ ǘƻ 
investigate the basis for differences in the sensitivity of 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎǘǊŜǎǎƻǊǎέΦ

ά¸ƻǳǊ tissue samples will be stored in regulated premises at 
the end of the current study for future investigation of the 
ƘȅǇƻǘƘŜǎƛǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅέΦ

Patient and public panels in London and Newcastle will 
be given a number of biomarker scenarios to consider:

Ethical considerations
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